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Soatli African Situation
Reviewing the events of the pest week or

ten days ia Seuth Africa It moot be eon

ceded that a great deal l w bon accom
plmhed by Lord Roberts with relatively
little Woodshed It is perhaps teo early
to any that the occupation of Btoemfootein
ad the establishment of a military gov

erament la the Orange Free State has re
suited la detaching that territory from the
Boer cause But it is apparent that it will
have erne such effect at least in part
It te known that a very large element in
tbe Pros State were opposed to the alliance
and have never approved of the war Since
hostilities began facts have transpired to
shew that President Stet and his imme-

diate political aseecmies were anything but
ktraHchtforward in dealing with the Legis-

lature or people who Indeed were dragged
sad dragooned into a war with England
against which power Ute Free Staters had
no grievance This conservative element
led by Mr Fraser and many of the moat
InleNlgoat men of the country may ROW be
expected to seek peace knowing that the
sooner that is secured the easier will be
the terms and conditions affecting the fu-

ture ef the colony Steyn is reported at
Kroonstail trying to rally bin fereee but
with the region south of the Vaoi certain

a very short time the chances are that
m t of the Free State farmers will aban-
don a hepelose cause and return to their
homes and herds

Lord Roberts has been remarkably for-
tunate in souse minor but nevertheless
greatly important achievements of his lub-
urdinete officers The success of Frenchs-
iavalry in getting around to the north rf-
Hwemfontoin and cutting the railway pee
v nteJ a large accumulation of railing
stack tram being taken away by the to
treating Boers It was utilised at
by the British commander in providing
transport for General PoleCarew with two

men of the Guard Brigade a
sstue Mounted infantry who were zeal
south 10 effect junction with General Gat
sIre north of the Orange River The tar
fog iU anus performed by Lieutenant
PoMbaoi a d some men of the Derbychiro
itegiment IN BftVug Dethulle Bridge frcm
destruction by the bern enabled Oatacte
to train the titer He bed previously
tome ix touch with General Brabint

k Bur hersderp General Clements is sup
posed to have crossed Into the Free State
at Norvals Pont as the Doers are report
ed retreating northeastward front boh
roleeberg and Betbulie They may or my
not know of tho fall of Bioemfbnteta In
any cese there appears to be some chsu e
that hey will be caught between Pee
Carcw and Gatacre

So it will be seen that before many days
kitH penned Lord Roberts will probably

the southern half of the Free State
clear of enemies and will lie able to or
ganise his communications with the coast
Bale Bloemfonteln it is evident that he
does not anticipate any further serious
I rouble This is shown in his turning hack
Warrens division which was starting by
sea from Durban to rccnforcc Gatacre anti
Clements on the Orange River t d order-
ing it to the Natal front again

As far as one can judge from despatch
active military operations need not be ex-
pected for ten days or two weeks to eeme
Lord Roberts will probably rest his male
body at Bloorafontcln reorganize his trans-
port and keep his cavalry busy scouting
and reconnoitring in the directions of
ICroonstad and Winburg The London
military critics do not look for any Impo-
rtant movement on the part of Sir Redvers
Boiler until his superior lg ready for an
advance to Johannesburg and Pretoria
That Joubert should turn about and take
the offensive is considered out of the ques
tion Tho remainder of the war will
ileubtless be mostly confined to a vigorous
defence of the Transvaal territory

with the siege of Pretoria for
which the most comprehensive and scien-
tific preparations have been under way for
years

The Trust In KiiMMl-
nIa connection with certain developments

of tho trust problem In this country an
incident which occurred in Russia not long

is Interesting Thorn was an oil trust
in that laRd and for a time it bad things
alt lIz own way Then it became so power-
ful Ui the imperial cabinet noticed

decided upon a plan of action It was
decreed that the Minister of Finance
tibould confiscate the business of the oil
trust and proceed to onduct it in the
interest of the Csar Tho Government
would pay the trust what IU business was
worth which did not necessarily mean
what the former owners ceeoidereJ It to
be worth There was some commotion
flyer the mutter but that was the end
or It so far as the company was concerned

The impression of the general public
In this country is that the whole Russian
Government is gigantic trust and that
Idv may be to extent correct It is
easy to zoo how such a poUt as that pur-
sued in the ease of the oil monopoly would
toad to erush out all business enterprise
and retard the progress of the country
awl la feet It ha done so The politIcs
ami social tera in Russia Is rather like
MM lecketep of a prison no ORe person
is allowed to move any faster than tke one
next In frost of him or albwer than the
ptn ImniMlltuiy beUml kin
wko has ever walked in a nrecenion knows
that eueh a scheme of progress nukes
thing move very slowly Nobody is al
lowM to get out of his foreordained place
in KUSSNS and tho result 18 that the aa
lbs advances at a rate unconscionably
se The American system is Suet the
merge We require no one to keep step
mid cbore all we hinder no one from tel
lug thc leadership This I hard on the
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weaklings who cannot keep up but theiate-
of getieralvHFQArcet Is stunning

This system hue culminated In the im
raesoe newer of the trusts So far from
the Government ewneeallng any Ameri-
can monopoly syndicate trust or bus-
ines coffiblnatlou It is IB tome danger of
tJng bodily connacatcd by them At pres-

ent the effect OH the people at large is
about the same whether the or
the Government be supreme There is
doubtless corruption and mulcting of the
peor IH Russia owing to the fat that the
Gorerniucnt official has absolute authority
IB many tMnKH east uses it for his own
profit there is oxortlot in this eountry-
whorever iuen41 number of mea have it
is their power to add mDIiesw to their
private fortunes l y impoalng a stoaU tax
ui a penny H or wore upon the ton
8um r of tome necessary article of food
All things considered however Amcrtaa
bus ImmetMXHntMy the sd entoge of lIon iia-

in that the extortion of the trusts must he
a temporary thing st the worst Condi-
tions are constantly changing and in a
KeiieratloH or two the Immense fortunes
which pow give mon irresponsible power
will pass Into other hands lese fitted to
control their affaits and thaa will come
a general redistribution ot property and
the oW proverb that it is only three gen-
erations mean shirtsleeves to shirt-
sleeves will be justified orion more
There till never be a hereditary plutoc-
racy IH this cotiHtry It takes skill born
of ansI sharp discipline to
handle the Immeuse fortunes which are the

of the trusts and the zoos of
tko railroad the mine owners and

taco who meke corners in wheat and
corn will not have the ability their fathers

to control tremendous business enter-
prises America hon a chance of over-
coming in a comparatively short time the
evils hers of new nil strange ooadttioM
because her system allows people to be
continually active alert and progressive

It is stated today that when the persons
under arrest as accomplices la the mur-
der of Governor Goebel arc brought to
Frankfort for preliminary trial next week
they will display the pardons with which
Taylor has all the accused If the
court refuses to recognise these papers
signed uy a mntt whom a court of concur-
rent jurisdiction declares is not Cover
nor Iheu it it rooorted that Taylor will
march his from the State House
Square to the courtroom and attem t to
lake the prisoners from the Kentucky civil
authorities by force and arms

This hi Hot a nice prospect and any
thlBK of the kind should be prevented
The Taylor insurrection lena gone OR sheet
as long as It should be permitted to if
the seed mime ef the State to to be re
deemed Timidity nest semiparalysis
have seemed to mark the course of the
legitimate government over since all 4-

tlenu of law were concluded by
constittTOonaf and action of the

Legislature The legislative decision has
Keen affirmed by the Circuit Court at
Leuwvttk Its opinion will be dueteinad
by the Court of Appeals The tribunal of
last resort should net delay When it
speaks there CM be no further excuse or
color excuse for rebellion or obstruction
to legal authority

j lug President VKinley for the warmth
of his attitude toward Great Britaim
Nearly sit appreciate dellcote position
be uccupieo just before a Presidential
cawHwixN sad are smilingly tolerant of
his efforts to make it appear that he would
like to do saatethtag lot the Boers Tile
Foreign OtQces of Washington sad Lon-
don of course uedgret nd each other like-
s pair of Siamese twins There Is 10

j friction there

That eminent pMlaathroeist Gen O O

lleword te soilcitinf funus to be used in
the education ef the poer whites of Bast
Tennessee While he is about it he might
as well double the effort and take ia Ihe-
UNfertiMtAte relatives ef these people across
the CumberlHud Mountains in eastern Ken-
tucky Taylor their leader says that they
are going around with shackles on their
brows A Winchester two revolvers an
elevenInch b wi knife and two quart
Masks of moonshine complete an outfit
which has bees much la evidence at Frank-
fort of late anti whfck certainly suggests
tk desirability of education General
Howard is too disinterested a man to mind
the fact that were the intended benoM-

cterl of lIt missionary labors really to
become ontightcBcd they would be lost to
the Republican party of which they are the
mainstays ia Tennessee sleet Keatueky

The joint resolution proposing a six-

teenth amendment to the Constitution in-

troduced by Mr Ray In tile House yester-
day is most interesting reading It pro-

vides that The Congress shall have power
to regulate and repress monopolies and
combination to create and dissolve cor-
porations asset dispose of their property
anti to make all laws necessary and proper
for lke execution of the foregoing

tri Cut
toe rirfted States br which baNditS era so

ttwm to eMe

MrnliiliiK at Cunt
Prom the Iortla Argu-

nWhcoem MctbwSMts kaw iMM d retolntiow

If in tanlrtac ow the A4 iiniM l n this is
the trainee they Sect mot called Ion to ear
onwi they verity iU ttnt Soriptwal text
rrtalire to Mmwinc at pets ansi swaltewioe

ThoM make a succea of politic who Je
vote themselves to it It w a j t like

Those who potato it and take an
active interest in it are not restrained Irom its
pmanit by snore important FMfensntUHfcw Mm-

aSuin sad wilb lhate arc
deemed OeairaMc in aMMahi are
too much MHissiidl in their prnooal affairs to
pay attewtfe to otter than to rot
The e M leiM activity spat the power at careful
otgaalMtiM H on the f the etanent that
lowers the MatMbrd of political Morality

TkM win coHttaoe until the time come if
indent it ever eome when citizens who en
Certain proper Weak is regard te u TUBmtm

time and to organize lot the
of lirir principles

Vise IJclosnc IroiH Arlson
Pram the New York Tritiw

The wort languid is tb Hmwe f be
ViftTixth Otrt U the Urn Jmtm V WitKm
the defecate from Ariaoca htther bill laomns

is a natural or a aroiiircri tnrt i i th e
about wUeh an l H pniD it wertiMM at
nnOrr the code of ethics that t c cbroni
tier of revels at It h mtscteted that
the duties of a delegate who or a vole
but M vote OsMSMBt pteewlfeef sw not M

acting M M fatigue the Arizona

WOB atwV displays that tired
VHte the Ilouee ia bv astoiaii b U usually to be

rtirtrhed out at length open am lVHK rntic rINk room nor roar Her etadiof tile St ol Mhate dMudx Ins meditativerepow Wlcn the to not teaiou MrW orelfriy stortaCNs k4m rf out upon thewnrrt luinj rfganu M ot the p H i s4 sIde ofIho kill In MIV be on xvbes the Ration
Mm K u timi wt MTitlwl be U a cultured
tatMMM experts lo transfer MnueU to the
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POLITICAL NOTES AND GOSSIP

1imnnal KxtmvnKniice Senator
IMatt of Connecticut has introduced a reso-
lution to leave nrired ami bound In sop
erato volume the eulogies delivered in the
House and Senate on Ute late Vice Presi-
dent Hobart The lowest estimate of the
work pIeces the cost at 1X060 on tho basis
of only a thousand copies The royalty
of Europe It is said seldom over draws
from the public funds a like amount for
such a purpose eulogy passed upon
Mr Hobart has in the Con-

gressional Ileeonl noel distributed
over the country Therefore It Is heM

that Senator Plaits resolution cannot be In
response to any pubic tltniaad On the
contrary the fact thaW hi resolution lim-
its the number of the volumes to be printed-
to a few thousand shiws that the Senator
has no thought or dt re to give this vol-

ume de luxe general istrilnilion The in-

ference Is that It if Intended solely for a
celect circle of the ilead mans friend It
is argued that in of the fact that Mr
Kobert left a fortune of toaDY millions It
cannot be that lila widow hoe asked the
Government to bear the expense of pre-
serving in fora the fine and
heartfelt things said about the Vice Presi-
dent by the members of Congress If sIre
were poor It to said there would be not the
slightest objection to the Watt resolution
But the plain truth germs that all or
the intimate friends of the late Vjee Presi-
dent are rich people who could well afford
to beer the cost of the work Senator Platt
is directing the Government to do without
providing that even any considerable put
of the public shall share in the beHeflt he
seeks to bwttow upon the fv people wise
will revolve the proposed volume

IJipnrf Tlie llOJ Joseph
Weldou Bailey has Peel from Washington
Juet at a time it IK pointed out when his

in the Heue could be of must
value to his party Mr Bailey baa gone
beck to Texas lo formally open his cam-
paign against Senator Chllton The Sena-
tor will not leave here for fully a month
yet thereby giving proof of the difference
in the views of the two men toward their
public and party duty It Is old that alt
of the noisy elements the Texas Democ-
racy are solidly arrayed on the side of Mr
BailEY naturally causing him to believe
that he has Senator CLillon beet
en The conservative thoughtful men of
the State are said to be a nail for Mr

wbeee record in the Senate shows
him to be eue of the clearestheeded anti
safest legislators in Washington The Sen-
ator also is said to be a power on the
tamp when he gets after Mr Bailey
IK Texas witble the seat six weeks one of
Ute exciting campaigns inthe country
can be looked for If Mr Bailey l de

public lift as he has promised various
gentlemen H Isle Congressional district

again ask for election te the II

Toll 11 Allen Snt Voiin When
John Allen res in the Home yes-

terday to make a speech against Ute tri-
fling matterT ntrensiiirtlsrseiary

Iublic School teacher from
I5ef to SM a year moot of the members

stopped talking and meny of them crowd
ed atoned his desk expecting to hear a fun-

ny speech But the Mta si sippi n sadly
disappointed them He tried to be funny
but railed Not during this entire
has he made a humorous speech or told
H new story Obviously he Is making des-
perate efforts to be taken seriously by
Congress the country But the critics
Lay that Private John in the role of a
serious statesman Is a failure Aside front
Ms reputation being against it it Is held
that neither isle stMlnments see habits of
thought flt htm to pese la the new role
HoweveY it is feared that his overwhelm-
ing defeat for the Senate has so soured his
nature that he cannot again wear the cap
sad bells for the edification of his eel
leagues and the nation If he cannot do
this k ia beiwreti bte Mvttltueftta soon

conclude to choose another Represses
t 4iv oae who can be eBteftatatnjc either
as a humorist or a legislator Therefore
it is beginning to be thought that Private
John Allen will not muck longer be a
member of Congress

On nt Cure Ill A guileless citIzen
yesterday asked oae ot the roost distin-
guished Senators cm the Republican side
of the chamber this question Dont you
think it would have bees better for the
party Senator if the Senate Republican
caucuses on the lorto Tariff bill had
been public instead of secret so that
everything that was said couM have bees
reported The Senator gave his ques-
tioner a look of withering pity and thou
replied If everything that has bees swish

in our caucuses had been reported the
country by this time would be writhing In
the threes of tits The Hepobtfeau party
can do everything except cure In
his speech yesterday afternoon ou the
Porto Rican bill Senator Spoooer used
language very much like that quoted
above Senator Cockrell best referred to
the political dilemma which mainly

for the Porto Rican Appropriation
hill tint followed Mr Henry Qxnards
tariff bill The Senator from Missouri
need not bother about any dilemma the
Republicans may be In sold Senator
Spoener the party Is always able to
extricate Itself safely from dilemmas a
many one of which it Iran been in
are not worrying ourselves on this
of the chamber about dilemmas Sven if
we were In a dilemma we would know how
to get out of it all rlsal And then after
getting everybody in the galleries excited
about dilemmas and how the Republicans-
were going to get out of whatever di
lemma it may be in now Senator Ppooner
suddenly shifted his remarks It was
known that he has been much at the
White House ot late at Ute Presidents
behest and that the Porto Rican bill has
been the subject of discussion at these
conferences Hence it was natural for
everybody to suppose that Senator
was prepared to speak ex cathedra about
dilemmas and how to get out of them
But not the faintest hint did he vouchsafe
in tho Senate yesterday as to tho process
of extrication that his party has selected
In its present dilemma

Hawaiis Chinese iopulntloii
From the Chicago Tribune

In the Haraiian IdrodK acorr tt g to the latest
reports there are 2Ifcft leisure Of 15 are
doctors rnrefcaDtj ant traJent mmber ret in
ck nc S women 1356 are clerks sad salcsaen
IS of tlw women ot mfckanks there ate iII
mariners 15 ely fitkermen 2P1 tad
teameten 105 In the reentry apart Irene II
inks there are 1 Urineee rjffee planters 8S
ranchers 718 Tin pknieta 2 of them women of
Farmers and agrkulttHists 125S and the laborers
Hutubar 10941 There arc no CluiMEe lawyers

KiiKluiuli Ilcwnri of Stonier
From the Laotian Mail

The Victoria Crow iu only iwar ied to

valor or devotion to their coenlry
the rummy It with it a special

ioo of 10 a year am riKwM the hoMer lo
some deed which if he lest sot already won the
OMC would ba Reined k another Inc a
taebfd to use ribbon by which the iron H s
IHHHlrd This bar carries aa atUitiooal 5 a
year p n ioQ

The Turk the
Front OekuH Plaia Drake

The M CommiBdcr of the there
ii an MnbeHeriMff IXiKO at the gates who sinuses
iiimnidle anJteiice with your

The SnltiiB nWoilMoh What ce Att
sire it is sot a reporter

The AW Quite sure ywr inajaity Itepartera
ways offer me Ud cigars ItaoiOM the swell it
different It garlic UN

S h Hreit Mscarsni What does be
want

The Aid He to aiy tint unless u
iMIrer wp as IraHaa VBWKT mason who

M in one el the atltntka lite coclttry will
Immediately declare war a alast you

Tb Sultan Did you ever Sty but tide te
sudden to war al e it a harem girl MDye know whose harem R tor

The Aid Ye your nujesty
The SulUn AVelt l sag to it ansi tend the

path to the Italian throne warmer Three
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IN THE HOTEL CORRIDORS

Sir William C Van Home the eminent
Canadian who some twelve years ago ob-

tained the office of President of the Ca-

nadian Pacific Railroad and from a verit-
able white burdened with debts
and mismanagement made it of the
largest and md t sueeeesfnl railroad sys-
tems in the ivorljt is at the Shoreham front
Montreal Mr Van Home stated this morn-
ing that he hat come to Washington to
escape the snow which tied up everything
in lower Canada but
Into a small blizzard In this city

I am merely here for pleasure he
said and there is nothing official in ray
trip While I am still connected with the
Canadian Pacific and have nearly all of my
Interests centred in tho system I am not
resident of the company having found the
duties growing into a burden The rail-
road is a beautiful structure at present
aud is doing a wonderful business We
wore one of the first systems to build all
of our own rolling stock and ten years
ago at the big Hocttolaga shops in Mon-
treal we forged our own trucks and loco-

motives built our own freight passenger
and sleeping cars and turned out whole
trains in n week Today we have to buy
many of our locomotives as the demand
is too great for our five shops Everything
is prosperous In Montreal but the snow

five feet deep in places and packed
hard I had hoped to get warm weather
here

tPostmaster N Gordon of Chi-
cago is at the Raleigh accompanied by
Mrs Gordon Colonel Gordon is in Wash-
ington endeaverirg to secure the enlarge

in that city
1 am trying to set the Treasury De-

partment to glee us a large annex to tho
present office which has grows too small
sold he this morning I wat
to make a plea for more cleric
hire for the Chicago service which
needs a lot ot states bands I
am not proseinc the pneumatic tube
mall system as I believe this wlllcomo-
ia time sail am content to get actual
needs at present I ann heartily in favor
of the system and would like to see it es-
tablished in every city I am also trying
to have Representative Mean ef Illinois
Introduce a bill which wilt give substitute
letter carriers the seine pay as regular
carriers

Fverett Fracar United States Consul
CfcoernI to Korea is at the SberehaHi on a
leave of nheeaee He to aeeonpeniod by bk
wife sad daughter and after reporting te
Ute State Department anti arranging
mutter in eeaneetle with his e ce he
will leave for Orange X J his home

Vt Is at the
Riggs en route to his ironic from Alabama
He is a brother of Judge H C one et
the newlyappointed Philippine Cemwis
toners The came a cam
plete surprise to my brother said Mr Isle
today as he was resting Iowa In
Alabama when asked lo servo He takes j

a greet deal cf pride in his new duties as
he has eerl lft ss to how the
possession should be handled As chief
Justice and dictator of Samoa
for many y he was wonderfully nut
ceeeful ta managing the natives sod baa
Made a study et thesis He was elways an
ardent xpaavtoniet and when a member ot j
the San oaR Cemmioeleu always contended
that the United States should annex the
steads He will arrive in Washington

about March MT

Now toaH Kawas City hoe captured the
Demoirattc Xatioi Convention I see that

a today
noticed particularly that the little hotel
booklet loaned by tile Kansas City delega-
tion during the tight for the convention has
bees referred to as a max of fake pictures
suet private dwellings Now the truth is
that Kansas should set have used its
hotels as an argument but to get down
to nets we have at least three hotels
there that are finer then anything you
haves in Washington and we have half a
dotes more that are as good as anything
in the Capital sad this city is no Mooch
hotel tows The the Coast the
Baltimore the Savoy the mOM the
Victoria the Bonaventwre the Washington
cad the Cordova are the best ha
ida In the United States awl they are only
a handful of what have in Kama City
Then there are the sew Coetes the Audi-
torium the Brunswick the CeetrweeMs
cask a dosen other good houses We will
supply plenty or hotel accommedetions
dont worry about that and as Ute pea
pie are the best hearted in the country
they will break their necks to do honor to
the visitors

W R Wsraer H A GarneW Gin C A
Garretson and Luther Allen a Htegattoa
from the Cteveiead Ohm Chamber o
Commerce are at the Shoreham They ae
here to l d for the rentodeilag of the
United States consular system and tee its
improvement and will appear before a
Cengresstea1 committee to argue in favor
of the change

Kate Iier Kate II Pier and Harriett II
Pier three women attorneysatlaw are
at the Shoreham from Milwaukee Wte
They were recently admitted to practice
before the bar of the Supreme Court awl
are in the city attending to some legal

B ter

Gen William S Stryker of Trenton X
J i registered at the Shoreham He ha
heW the position of Adjutant General of
the State of New Jersey since 1867 He
wee made counselor at law of tUe State of
Ohio in the year 1SGC He is at present a
director of the Trenton Banking Company
president ot the Xew Jersey Society of CIa
clanati president ot the Trenton Savings
Fund Society and a Fellow of the Ameri-
can Geographical Society In June 1809
he received the degree of Doctor of Laws
from Princeton College

Sir Weetman D Pearson Jr P was at
the Arlington from London England yes-
terday en route to Mexico Mr Pearson is
a member ot the firm of Pearson Son
of London which recently purchased tle
Tehuantepec Railroad In Mexico and

going to make a careful Inspection of
the property and has planned many ex-
tensive Improvements

The railroad runs from Coataaeoalcos lo
Salina Cruz on Tehuantepec Day sold he

and I believe that it will become a very
Important system in the near future The
route to San Francisco by our line will be
1500 miles shorter than tbe Panama route
and we get nearly all of the steamship
freight I am oiug to start In at once
and build an extensive system of steel piers
at both the ports which form the termin-
als These vill e large enough to accomo
date any that ever went into water
send will two years in building
Freight will be lifted out of the steamer
and into the freight car by the same crane
and any railroad man can see what a sav-
ing of tUne and energy this will be I

to have rapist transit in every
of the word Matters are better in England
since General Roberts has managed to scat-
ter the enemy It is believed now that the
war IB practically ended and that while
there may be a few last desperate stands on
the part of the Doers they cannot continue
the struggle any time nor cause much

Of course we are proud of our men
and will give them a great reception but
all Englishmen also admire the Boers for
their courage and nerve

Incident in Church
From the eorsptewB Ky Time

AB aaHMlnic incident happened at the ChiuiUn
Church Sunday the CVUMMHIHMI
hew As the of wine Will being pcased a
gentleman a stranger who WILl ttmr-
figWcd took tile c l for the eoMtibutfon b

stepped a nickel in The jingle ef tie coin
as it bottom of the cuts brought a
smile t the faces of all irrrc ia the im-
mediate vUicit
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RETIREMENT OF CLERKS

tenilou ConimlMaloucr Evans Favors
Early Action l y Congress

H Clay Kvans Commissioner of Pen
today oxprecaed liimoeif as heartily

in favor of the retirement of the denim
of his when they had reached a cer-

tain term of service Mr Kvane said
The plan will take a little time to be-

come completely formulated It will per-

haps be somewhat difficult to make every-

one Ia the offlep view it from the broad
standpoint of a question of Justice to the

clerks and of general benefit to the
service As I proposed it in my last an-

nual report it bag met with hearty co-
operation train various legislative sources
and I think tho outlook for the plan is
moet encouraging

All European governments have a plan
for retiring their clerks after a certain
period of service and there is no reason
why the United States should be behind-
hand in adopting like measures It should
be always understood however that the
retirement fund does not come from the
national resources It is furnished entire-
ly by the clerks themselves and Is the
result of a general cooperation among all
the employes of the office for the purpose
of mutual benefit

A precedent hi furatohed the Govern-
ment in this connection yt the National
Solider Home which is supported by
every man who enlists la the Army with
tile option of retiring there wh a his days
of actual service are over I sincerely
trunt that Congress will take action in
tkiu matter which I believe wisest appeal
to every disinterested person as a ques-
tion of right and Justice and a graceful
tribute from the service to the veterans
who have rendered it faithful ansi eff-
icient sill

ITALYS COTTON INDUSTRY J-

KII JnrvlM Krporto
of Iroilaotlon

W J JarvIs Consul to Mftat las writ-
ten t the State Department r f ting
tke cotton interests of Italy is fVluws

growth of the Italian erttm In-

dustry has caused a corresponulng in-

crease In the Importation of the raw ma-
terial and as the greater percentage of
this cornea from the United States the fol-

lowing notes and statistics token front
the most excellent work on Italian exports

Dr Leopold Sabbattni Secretory of
tho Milan Chamber of Commerce and Just
published moy prove of interest

Ia 1871 there were only lftSe tons of
raw cotton Imported into Ito In 1SSI
this had increased to 4 W in 1MH
to M toes and In 1893 to 1J2949 tons
Tht Increase In the importation of raw
material and the building up of the Ital-
ian cotton manufactories has necessarily
enusod a decrease la the irauortotiae of
monulactured goods and eves developed
tilt export of cotton manufactures The
import of spun cotton from a maximum ot
13M tons in 17 has been gradually
reduced to about 70 tons

The imports of cotton textiles were
quite extensive until 1887 averaging about
lleW lens per year front 1871 to and

hoot 1Z2M tons annually for the sueeeod
tug years In 1S8S owIng no doubt
to the new customs duties the importation
Of cotton textiles fell to about 719 tons
and kept at that amount until iWt when
tile home production was bettor able to
mfeet ferelgh coMuetitiou and the importo
were gradMally redness to 17M taos w

cotton manufactures before 1SSS but it
in only since l t that the exportation
has exceeded the importation

The average exportation of spun cot-
ton Irma 1ST to 175 wee scarcely twenty
and otebalf tons per year while from
1S7 to ISM It was about 152 torn per

the following Ave years the expertatteu
decreased to about 1M tons per year but
front US to ISM it took a to 3M
tolls sad from tT at time on increased as
follows Six hundred tens in 183 7M
tons In 1S93 lle toss for the years 13M
and 1KK 15SH toss In KB S 3 toss ia
117 ass 79M tones 1 8

The deretttp nent of the export of cot-
ton tn tiles has been Irons an average of
about 115 toss from 1S71 to 1S73 to an av-

eMlt o 27S toss per year far the
foil eoo e rom UtS the cjcnerta-
tiok Inoressed slowly until 1S U when it
reuched 134 tons In 1892 it went to

1 8 tons te iSW te 2SW tons in 1S

219 tons fax 1W toss falltog Melt
fa 1S7 to SSM tons ass reaching llMt
toss 1S6

A EUROPEAN TBIP

W K Soekett Secretary of Ute Industrial
CoHimteslon addressed a eommuuicaiie to
the OomajtroHer of the Treasury requesting
u as to whether the appropriation
mode for the use of the Industrial Coat
tuis4on in the set of June 18 Is avail-
Able to peT the traveling expenses ef an
expert agent of the Commission who has
beeR authorised by the CetnmiesioB to in-

vestigate In Europe certain irduotriai ques-
tions

In kit answer of March 12 the Comp-
troller said I know of no prenibitton
against the traveling expenses of a duly
authorised agent and his expenses if prop-
erly approve may be paid by the disburs-
ing agea Comraiseio-

nSPBADLINS CLAIM REJECTED

1 lie Coiiiptroller of the
the Auditor Derision

W II Spradlin of this city through his
attorneys Jf W Wills Co requcste
the Comptroller of the Treasury to revise
his rtaim for reimbursement for expenses
incurred in the last sickness and the bu-

rial of Nancy II Spradlls pensioner
The Comptroller of the Treasury

Mr Spradlia on March that he
confirmed action of the Auditor HI dis-

allowing the claim of 34867 He said
Investigation in the locality beeR

made by an agent of the Secret Service and
It appears from his report that Spradlin
contributed nothing toward the support of
Nancy II Spradlia except the lint she
lived In for a period of nearly two years
and that as a matter of fact the supplies
that were purchased in her name at tke
grocery store were not solely for her bane
Ill

COMMUTATION TO SOLDIERS

Information Wni t Ml l r Senntc
Not Ilenailj Obtiiiiialtlc

The Acting Secretary of War yesterday
transmitted to the Senate a reply to the
resolution Introduced by Mr Turner oalMog

for a statement from the War Department
of tho amount of money paid as travel
pay and commutation of subsistence to
volunteer soldiers returning to the United
States from the Philippines The

also called for the names of all volun-
teers receiving such money and the
amount of bounty pay or reward pakl to
soldiers for reenlistment in the

The reply of the Acting Secretary cf War
explains that the Paymaster General had
reported that it would require a large
clerical force and Involve ooBaiderable
work to secure this information besides
the pay and musterout rolls upon which
payments were made have passed out of
tho custody of the War Department and
arc now n the ofticc of the Auditor of the
Treasury Department The reply Ht con-
clusion said that tire War Department was
unable to furnish the Information called
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BLOWN FROM A PAST TRAIN

A MlracnlniiB Escape
Prom Death

ATLANTIC CITY N J March IS Aft-
er being hurled IteadlQRg front a rattreed
train cowing Meadows at the rate
of seventy miles an hour Norman Jeffries-
of Philadelphia was last nigh found by
a rescuing crew dinging to a telegraph
pole about throe miles from this city MI

tire CaBMtett and Division
Not a bone was broken and according

to the statements of the hospital surgeons
he sustained BO further injury than a bad-
ly lacerated scalp Jeffries goes to Phil-
adelphia every day sad toot Bight took the
ridge train at Broad Street Station ion

city to Join his wife here When the
reached this city twentysaves min-

utes late a roans black beaver overcoat a
of rubbers a papercovered novel sad

a small package coatiBtag a sandwich and
a bex of sardines were discovered In a
seat In smoking ear Brakeowa

found them unclaimed after the
passenger bad left the ear ass at once no-
tified Conductor Goff

Hoffman then remembered that about
three miles from the drawbridge
seen a passenger leave the Maoking ear
and attempt to th platforms into
the next ear behind There was a blest
wind sweeping from the eastward across
the meadows all day Fearing that a pas-
senger bad been killed en the meadows the
bridge train engine combination ear
were sent bock with orders to find the
miseiag passenger Hair a dos train
baRds went with the train which steamed
slowly along About three miles sot the
rescue crew discovered Jeffries standing
wtth Ms arm about a telegraph pole OR the
west side of the track lie appeared dos-
ed and weak and his heed was covered with
Mood

Placing Ma en board the train he was
brought to this city and sent to the City

SEEKING STOLEN BOOKS

A Queer Hxplnnation of n Peculiar
A lvrtlweiucut

NORFOLK Vs Mark An intere-
ing story attaches to the following adver

received by the Xew York Iler-
aM and signed by Miss Henrietta A
Boll SW Cumberland Street this

This is to certify that I have employed
Gorgan cad holy detectives to Ret
session ot my two took AM person hav-
ing corMs IB their isenasrton are Tonuested
to hand them over on application Posi-
tively BO one has any right te them

Miss aa oM lady was sought by the
reporter who found her at the ndkes-
gtven in the advertisement The house
which she lives is ec is4eal Jointly by Mini
Dell seal MM Elizabeth Jones It was en-

tered lost week by a negro burgter who
attacked Mrs Jones asset beat her cruelly
with a stub the incident hod not
been forgotten

wart uses who made careful enquiries as
to business which brought him before
he was admitted

Miss Ball Anally appeared sisal explained
the adveertteement She said the bocks
adverticed for were left her by her great
grandfather Jonathan Ball an KngUea
men Follow of the Royal Society and a
nnmmmsttet of repel neat whoe eel
teettoft of coins was worM famous Sae
said he left her two books containing cer i

tMcates of deposit In ties Royal Deposit
ries of Russia Prussia Austria and fog i

tend to the value of several millions of
dollars She said her tether wise received
the books in 1S3S was a careless man and
many years ago some one stole them from
him Copies of them are however in the
royal archives of various coun-
tries Mat she preferred to trace the wig
teats She aid
week and saw

ded to her the Srm of detectives
referred to In UtE advertisement The lit
tIe oM lady spoke of the advertise
and the loss of the books very solroeniy
The loss of the ninety at this time she
said would seriously inconvenience her

MINING IN

The Coal Situation IH cii ne l by nn
OpcrntorB-

ALTIMORK March 1 Referrios
the demand made by the Morymmt sad
Pennsylvania miners at a conference new
in sessIon at Altoona Pa of M cooLs a ton
tor pick mining in both the PonuoyivMUs
and Western Maryland dfctrfcts a

operator in Altegany and Garrett
counties yesterday said

The Pennsylvania miners have been
prouiieed cents a ton and they insist
that the Maryland uses demand the
rate which fe an increase of 5 cents a ton
But tile conditions of the two districts are
different In the central Ponasyhrsnia dis-

trict where thee miners have been prom
the raH reads charge

the operators 5 cents hem per ton then in
Western Msrytand

Moreover the coal veins in Central
Pennsylvania are only from three to four
feet thick while those ia Western Mary-
land are front seven to eleve feet ia thick

Therefore the work for the miner
is much easier then

for thoso in Central Pennsylvania A large
number of coal minors ia the Pennsylvania
district also make coke which has takes
a higher advance these coat hi propor-
tion to the output ned therefore tbeee op-

erators who are mining and shipping coal

more thor the eperaters in Weetors Mary
land where no coke is

by
the Maryland miners for it is aa increase

t per cart
receiving and is the highest rib offers
for eighteen years However I canoes say
we expect any trouble ever the matter as-
an agreement wilt doubtless be reached
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